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"Inall of historg, it is difficult to account for the

sudden rise of the civilization in Greece. Much of
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what makes civilization had alreaclg existed for {
thousands of years in Eggpt and in |
Mesopotamia, and had sPreacl to Greece The

Greeks advanced art and literature begon&

others, but what theg did in the Purely

intellectual realm (science and Philosophy) IS

even more exceptional.”
Bertrand Russel, History of Western Philoso!:)hu
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Earlg Conception of the World

< Philosophg begins between c.600-400 B.C. the Pre-

socratics (beFore Socrates).
2 J Metaphgsics
* Firstto trg to understand the worlcl through !ogic and

reason (scientific thinking} alone, not religion, mysticism or

the suPernatural
* First Plﬁilosophers and scientists of the Western tradition.

» Before them the Greek concePtion of the world (its origin,
organization and operation) was dominantlg tl'xeocentric,

animistic, anthropomorphic) or mgstical.



Earlg Conce!:)tion of the World comes

« The universe was what it was and functioned the way it

did because of the will of the gods

* Theg differed from humans onlg in power, as outlined
in Hesiod’s Tlﬁeogong (Poe’c 750- 700 B ¢ )

* [or example...



E‘_arlg Conce!:)tion of the World comes

* Persephone, Hades and Demeter
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Earlg Conce!:)tion of the World comes

+ heiros gamos, Gaia (mother earth) and Uranus

(Father skg)
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Early Concep’tion of the World comes
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Earlg Conception of the World comes

« Pre-socratics were not concerned with gocl /
human basecl explana’cions 1Cor the worlcl and

natural Phenomena.

* Theg Proposeci a more scientific and naturalistic

cosmologg, not suPema’cural or humanistic.
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Milesian or Monist Schoo

& Miletus, on the coast of lonia in Asia Minor, was arge tracling

centre with numerous colonies tl'xroughout the Greek World.

@ Aristocratic government with no king or Priesthood to dominate

soc:ietg and Ieaming.

& Triedtodiscover one Primarg substance which was the elemental |
foundation of all matter, energy and motion.

@ M(ﬁrst Philosopher & father of science) —water

¥, Empe&ocles —water, air, earth, fire

& Heraclitus —fire (change, flux)

& Parmenides -Existence and the world is unchanging and static




Pgthagorean School

TS Wealthg Greek cit9~states of Southern ltalg and Sicilg (l.e.

Sgracuse) :

& Searched for metaphgsical truths to determine an intellectual

foundation for a religious or trulg moral way of life.

& More abstract and mathematical than the Milesians and thus much

still remains obscure.

& Essential unity of realitg lies not in a Phgsical substance, but in

numerical relationships.

® Ptjthagoras ~Soul Puriﬁca’cion, moralitg & metempsgchosis

@ Xenophanes -—abstract, universal, unchanging consciousness



Heraclitus & Parmenides
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Atomist School

@ Democritus, & others, stated that an infinite number of atoma

ranclomlg come together and 1Corm the sensible world.

< Aclop‘cecl and exPancled bg the later Hellenistic P]ﬂilosopher,

Epicurus, who directlg contradicted his stoic rival Zeno.
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E;Picureanism vs. Stoicism

& Zeno believed there was a universal goocl that can be discovered

bﬂ true reason, a uni\/ersal consciousness.

< EPicurus influenced the thinkers of the enlig]ﬁtenment like Newton.
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Epicurus & 7.eno
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